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provide many examples of these ideas. Yet experience has
shown that once the balance or association of environment
and hereditary constitution, with its limitations, is recognised,
a new conception of what is necessary has had to be made.
This is founded on the observation that individuals frequently
exist that are capable of high performance even under the
low, " primitive " level of husbandry, which, with their existing
adaptation to it, can provide a more efficient basis for selection
and improvement (for example, the Sahiwal and other cattle
breeds in India and the Afrikaner cattle in South Africa).
Further, under such circumstances there is often a social or
human adaptation to the conditions which resists adjustment
to higher demands of stock husbandry.
These considerations have been introduced at some length
because they are involved in the complex background of stock
improvement. Their impacts are different in degree and
direction according to locality and the broad economic and
social contexts of the livestock industries. Because an individual
breeder may not be, or believes he is not, concerned with
some of them is no reason why he should not bear them in
mind, and even if the breeder neglects them that is no reason
why the scientist should be excused from regarding them or
should evade their implications*